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Jan. 22: Anti-Narcotics Police and US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) agents destroyed 416
ha. of poppies (about 4 million plants) and arrested 20 people in San Antonio, Tolima department.
Heroin yield per hectare is about 4.32 pounds. On the streets of New York, the price per pound is
around $100,000, or 10 times the price of cocaine. Anti-Narcotics Police director Gen. Jose Rosso
Serrano warned President Cesar Gaviria that poppy production is taking over the country because
of higher profits. The police chief requested authorization to use the herbicide glyphosate to destroy
poppy plantations. The herbicide is prohibited in Colombia due to high toxicity, although sold over-
the-counter in the US. Serrano said police would be forced to return to poppy plots every three
months to cut the plants if authorization to use the herbicide si denied. Feb. 9: Bogota newspapers
reported that beginning Feb. 10, glyphosate will be used in poppy eradication. Despite opposition
by Health Minister Camilo Gonzalez, the National Narcotics Council approved using glyphosate,
described as a lower grade health hazard than drug trafficking. Feb. 18: In response to protests
by environmental, farmer and indigenous organizations, the government decided to temporarily
suspend aerial spraying of glyphosate. Feb. 20: Government spokespersons announced that the
use of glyphosate in poppy eradication would proceed because effects on the environment and
human health are far less than those pertaining to massive poppy cultivation and heroin use. The
chemical was immediately applied on poppy plantations in La Plata, Huila department, located
159 km. southeast of Bogota. Justice Minister Fernando Carrillo said the government would not
permit Colombia to become a heroin mafia sanctuary. According to Defense Minister Rafael Pardo,
between 40 and 50 Asian narcotics mafia members traveled to Colombia over the past few months
with the intent of developing and controlling poppy cultivation and the heroin trade. (Sources:
Chinese news service Xinhua, 01/23/92; Agence France-Presse, 02/09/92; Notimex, 02/20/92;
Associated Press, 01/23/92, 01/26/92, 02/21/92; Spanish news service EFE, 01/23/92, 02/17- 21/92)
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